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After many months of discernment, 
work, and planning, Grace will follow 
through on another of its 2ignite Retreat 
inspirations: adding a second service. 

The ‘2ignite Growth’ team of Taína Rodri-
guez-Encarnación, Jarrod Gaither, Tim 
Schannep, Christine Collins, Mark Bow-
man, Claudia Perry, Nate Johnson, and 
Pastor Daniel have met multiple times 
after interviewing metropolitan clergy 
and discussing reports, articles, and in-
terviews. We have considered new li-
turgical forms, talked and prayed about 
outreach, and walked through possible 
orders of worship in the Fellowship Hall.

Below are explanations, ideas, and answers, as well as 
more specific info about the new fall schedule and our 
strategic planning process. 

Q: What is the 9am Service going to look like? What 
kind of liturgy will it be?

A: The 9am Early Service, as it is currently being 
conceived, will be a more family-friendly, informal, 
outreach-focused style of liturgy. 

The sermon may be more discussion than proclama-
tion, and the Eucharist will be participatory and per-
sonal. It will be shorter by design, lasting only 45-50 
minutes. It will encourage participation in terms of 
movement, readings, theological engagement, and 
prayer. Songs will be simple, easy to learn, and repeat-
ed for several weeks. Come and see.

Q: Won’t there be too many demands on our Sunday 
worship volunteers?

A: There will be no energy drain on existing volun-
teers who are already serving during worship. 

Altar Care, Assisting Ministers, Acolytes, Ushers, Lec-
tors—every group will stay the same for the Late 
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9:00am & 11:00am
Worship Services

Every Sunday

Service time at 11am. The only thing to 
be negotiated is whether any of those 
serving at the 11am service want to par-
ticipate in the 9am Early Service. Regular 
Sunday worship leaders may want to take 
a break and invite new people to serve at 
11am, or they may be happy worshiping 
at one service and serving at the next. 
Also, the Grace choir will remain the same 
but for its anthem placement during the 
11am service. We are planning on mov-
ing the anthem to the ‘Word’ section of 
the liturgy so those choir members who 
attend the 9am Early Service won’t have 
to stay. The Early Service will draw from 

all those gathered at 9am to be readers, assistants, Eu-
charist servers, and prayer leaders. Come and see.

Q: How will Fellowship Hall look for worship? What’s 
the set-up?

A: The design of Fellowship Hall worship space will 
be centered around the Table. 

Fred Nagelbach is creating a custom altar/table for 
the Eucharist that can be moved into the center of the 
hall. We will sit around the table in a semi-circle for 
worship, using minimal decoration. We will have the 
projection screen set up with a few slides during wor-
ship, but it will not be used to guide people through 
the liturgy. Nate Johnson will be working on connec-
tivity issues so those with iPads and smartphones can 
access online worship materials and scripture lessons. 
We expect people to be engaged with one another 
and learning the music and motions as a group. Set 
up and takedown will follow the form we’ve used for 
Generations: those who come a bit early can help set 
up chairs and move the altar into place. Afterwards, we 
will move the altar to the side and continue with our 
successful Generations class.  Come and see.

Continued on next page

 Grace Moves to Two Services: Come and See!
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Two Services, continued

Q: What will happen with education for the kids, youth, and adults? 
How will we adjust?

A: Our educational ministry will be significantly affected by this 
change. 

However, the education team (led by Jarrod Gaither and consisting of 
Jeanine Brownell, Joe Flint, Pastor Kaari Reierson, and Kevin Dostal-
Dauer) has done fantastic work to set us up for success. After the Early 
Service everyone is welcome to go upstairs to the new coffee hour 
area at 10am (narthex hallway, elevator hallway, classroom hallway, 
and re-purposed coat room), and then the Godly Play and First Fol-
lowers kids will go into the sanctuary (or the classroom next to the 
main office) for 15 minutes of music with Mark Bowman. After that 
they will go to their separate classrooms. The Generations students 
and parents will return to Fellowship Hall for the Generations class. 
Interested adults are  welcome to gather in the lounge for regular 
Bible study, forums, and conversation.

Q: Can we afford to host a second service? What’s the cost?

A: There are minimal financial costs associated with this change. 

I (Pastor Daniel) and Mark Bowman will not be paid extra for adding 
another service. If the Early Service takes hold and grows, however, 
we will compensate Mark for his extra time and work. In the mean-
time there is only the cost of a little more wine and grape juice, as the 
2ignite Growth Team will be supplying bread every week. As we get 
closer to a public roll-out of the Early Service the 2ignite Growth team 
may ask the congregation for funds to publicize and create resources 
that are attractive and accessible.

Q: Won’t this be too much work for Pastor Daniel given his teaching of 
the Generations class and other small-church pastoral duties?

A: Several people have expressed concern that I may overextend 
myself by adding a second service. 

The 2ignite Growth Team has made it clear: this new form of worship 
is meant to encourage other lay leaders to take charge. The lead-
ing of worship and facilitation of sermon discussions may soon be 
facilitated by trained congregational members. In keeping with our 
denomination’s liturgical rules, I or another ordained clergy member 
will always be present to preside over the Eucharist. For the first sev-
eral weeks of the Early Service trial I will preside, but I will be looking 
for other leaders who are interested in presiding over the bulk of the 
Early Service.

Q: I don’t want to split up our worship family. What will happen if we 
form different identities?

A: Another concern that has long prevented a move like this per-
tains to the division of the community into separate worshipping 
groups. 

It’s been wisely said that we human beings are not so much afraid of 
change as we are afraid of loss. We will definitely lose something by 
attempting this split into distinct worship services. However, Jesus’ 
timeless message is precisely the opposite of keeping one family to-
gether for the sake of a single worshipping identity. We are clearly 
called to lose ourselves as Jesus’ followers, sacrificing our comfort lev-

els for the sake of spreading His message. As is true of all creation and 
the various expressions of Christianity, God seems to approve of a rich 
diversity. In order to encourage a singular, overall identity, the 2ignite 
Growth Team—with the advice and support of the Worship Commit-
tee—will pick three festival Sundays each year to worship together 
as one church, hosting a congregational potluck afterwards. Also, we 
hope the shared education and coffee hour time will keep both wor-
shipping communities in touch with one another in important ways. 
Add to that the various service opportunities we will share, as well 
as the Adult Ed Animate small groups, all can be assured: there will 
be plenty of opportunities to be together, pray together, and work 
together as one church and one body of Christ.

Q: How long will this last? How will you know if it ‘works’ or not?

A: Obviously, we don’t know where this next adventure of faith 
will take us, but we hope that at some point you may experience 
the Early Service with us. 

We plan to experiment as a group for six months, starting on October 
4th in Fellowship Hall. We will garner feedback from the Early Service 
worship group and present an overall strategy to promote the whole 
ministry of Grace in the early Spring of 2016. We are looking for 20-30 
people to worship with us at 9am every Sunday so we can see where 
the Spirit leads us. See more specific metrics for success below. Come 
and See!

Q: I don’t understand how all these things work together and where 
people will go, how does it all work on a Sunday morning?

A: You will find a schedule here for Sundays starting in October. 

Where groups will meet and at what time, plans for a new coffee hour, 
and other strategic planning information is included. The Late Service 
at 11am in the Sanctuary will be the same style of liturgy we’ve been 
developing over the past few years. We will continue to nurture and 
celebrate the liturgy during the 11am Late Service as we’ve always 
done.

Q: While this all makes theological, scriptural, and intellectual sense 
to me, and I want to support the 2ignite Team and new ideas, I still 
have strong feelings about this change that I don’t know what to do 
with. Is it safe for me to share them? 

A: Absolutely. Please speak to me, Pastor Daniel, or any member 
of the 2ignite Growth Team, if you have questions, feelings, or 
inspirations. 

There will be different ways to share your thoughts and feelings, one-
on-one, written, and in small groups. We know we will make mistakes 
during this change, so the more informed critique and honesty the 
better. Please pray with me that this initiative might grow our Chris-
tian values of Affirmation, Courage, and Care—sharing them with 
more and more people who are hungry for a word of both grace and 
justice.

- Pastor Daniel
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I.   Updated Fall Sunday Morning Schedule and  
      Locations Used:
•   9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. :  First Service (Location: Fellowship Hall)
•   9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.:  Break for coffee hour and childrens’ choir: 

both upstairs 

(There will be a semi-permanent coffee hour station where the 
narthex hallway info table is currently located. Coffee and simple 
snacks will be available from 9:45am – 10:50am, just before the start 
of the Late Service in the Sanctuary. We will repurpose the coat room 
and use the entrance hallway, classroom hallway, and narthex area, 
preserving enough places for people to hang coats.)

•  10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.:  Generations Class in FH (3 six-week  
sessions). Youth stay in FH for their portion, Adults to Library 
Classroom

•  10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.: Childrens’ Choir in Sanctuary/Upstairs 
Classroom

• 10:15 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. : Godly Play / First Followers / Adult Ed in 
upstairs classrooms and lounge for adults

•  9:45 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.: Shared Coffee Hour in upstairs hallway 
(outside if weather permits)

•  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Second Service (Location: Sanctuary)

II.   9am Service in Fellowship Hall: Basic Order of Worship
GATHER

•  Welcome / Invite people to greet one another

•  Song & Opening Greeting

WORD

•  Scripture Reading

•  Sermon / Discussion

•  Song

•  Prayers of the People (2 intro petitions by a leader, then prayers 
from all)

•  Offering & Sharing of the Peace

MEAL

•  Eucharist / Call and Response / Words of Institution / Lord’s Prayer

•  Distribution / Prayer after Communion

SENDING

•  Song / Benediction

•  Service time: 45-50 minutes

III.   Plan of Action for 2ignite Growth
1.  WHY are we doing this? 

As a growing faith community we are called to spread the message 
of God’s affirmation, courage, and care. We seek to add an additional 
worship service that reaches out to others in South Evanston and 
beyond, inviting an evolution of Grace’s faith, hope, and love.  
(I Cor 13:13)

2.  WHO does what?  5 Main Roles:

1.  Decision Makers: PD, Mark, 2ignite Growth Team

2.  Who is consulted: Worship Team, Council, Altar Care, Education, 
9am Worship Group, Hospitality Team, Flowers

3. Who supervises: PD, Mark, 2ignite Growth Team, Worship Team & 
Council

4. Who does the work: PD, Mark, 2ignite Growth Team

5. Who pays for it: 2ignite Growth Team & Grace Lutheran Church

3.  WHAT is success? What are our criteria? 

•  Joyful engagement of those in attendance at the Early Service

•  40-50 people attending the Early Service

•  An overall increase in congregational engagement, growth, stew-
ardship, and service

4.  WHEN?  = Deadlines 

1. Start new schedule on Sunday, Oct. 4th

2. 2ignite Growth Presents Publicity Plan by early Spring of 2016

3. Welcome the public to Grace for both services in April of 2016

5. WHERE?  = Locations of where it all happens,  
space usage, etc. 

•  Fellowship Hall = 9am service / Generations

•  Sanctuary = Childrens’ Choir / 11am Worship

•  Upstairs Hallway = Coffee Hour and Hospitality

•  Upstairs Classrooms = Childrens’ Choir / Godly Play and  
First Followers

•  Kitchen = Coffee Hour prep

6. HOW?  Action Sequence for 10/4/15 and Early Service  
Coordination:

•  Greeters and Direction-Givers: Station people at main entrance 
and signage to direct people to FH

•  Creative, Excited Announcements 

•  Bread and Wine Set up:  Need two chalices (One Wine, One Juice) 
and two loaves of bread, set up on round table in middle of FH

 -   Takedown crew after Generations class

•  Publicity Crew and Plan:  Begin work on Spring rollout promoting 
entire ministry

•  Three feedback gatherings leading up to Spring roll-out

•  Plan for shared festival liturgies where both communities worship 
together (All Saints’, Pentecost, etc.)

•  Ongoing Coordination with Coffee Hour Volunteers, Education 
Leaders, Choir, Altar Care

COME & SEE: GRACE SECOND SERVICE
STARTING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, AT 9:00AM
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If you have been part of this congregation for a few years, you will re-
member that we established the Courage Fund in 2009, in the midst 
of the great recession, with a goal to raise and give away $75,000 by 
December 2013, the date of the congregation’s 75th anniversary. The 
congregation was successful in meeting that goal (!!!) and, inspired 
by the energy and generosity created by the Courage Fund, voted 
at the December 2014 congregational budget meeting that all of 
Grace’s benevolences, except for contributions to the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in American and the ELCA Chicago Metropolitan Syn-
od (which are obligations expected of ELCA member congregations) 
would flow through the Courage Fund.

In April 2015, the Courage Fund team voted to retire the name Cour-
age Fund, to acknowledge that its ambitious goal had been met. 
Grace’s benevolence vehicle now is known as Courageous Giving, to 
honor the spirit of the original ministry and to underscore the fund’s 
role as the means by which Grace supports ministries and organiza-
tions beyond Grace’s walls.

So this is how it works - Courageous Giving is divided into four 
initiatives:

1. Local Emergency Needs: This pool of money was critical when the 
Courage Fund was created, and Grace feels called to continue to 
respond to emergency needs of members and local residents, at 
the discretion of the Pastor. The Courageous Giving team is noti-
fied of withdrawals, but the details of the disbursements are not 
disclosed to them.

2.  Seeds for the Harvest: Checks are sent to churches, non-profits 
and other organizations in small amounts (usually $100), with a let-
ter of encouragement and support. We ask for nothing in return, 
except perhaps a story of how the gift was used. Members are in-
vited to suggest potential recipients.

3.  Benevolences Beyond Grace: These include the ministries, agen-
cies and organizations that the Grace congregation chooses to 
support on an ongoing basis, or that a member or group of mem-
bers asks the Courageous Giving team to consider supporting.

4.  Local, National and International Sponsorships: The Coura-
geous Giving team chooses three organizations to sponsor each 
year (September through August). The goal is to not only disburse 
funds, but also to form deeper relationships with the selected or-
ganizations. For this year, the Courageous Giving team has chosen:  

Local: Curt’s Café

Curt’s Café is a non-profit organization that provides training in food 
service and life skills for at-risk youth in Evanston. Trainees are tutored 
in subjects ranging from computer literacy to job readiness to food 
history, and they are mentored by food service professionals and 
other caring adults. Students receive a stipend while in the Curt’s pro-
gram and they receive job placement assistance when they complete 
their training.  

Curt’s recently opened a second site on Dempster near Dodge, which 
focuses on support for teen moms, while the original site on Central 

Street continues to work with young men who were recently incar-
cerated. Grace has supported Curt’s from its opening, using them for 
catered meetings and luncheons. More recently, Grace and Curt’s are 
working together with other local congregations to find solutions for 
homeless youth in Evanston.

National: Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries

Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries (ELM) affirms and supports LGBTQ 
Lutheran rostered leaders and those pursuing a call to rostered lead-
ership, while engaging allied congregations and ministries to pro-
claim God’s love and seek justice for all. Pastor Jen Rude, a member 
here at Grace, is ELM’s Program Director. ELM recently re-located its 
offices to Grace and our office manager, Marie O’Brien, has been re-
tained to provide administrative assistance.

International: Advocacy for the Migrant Children and Families 
from Central America

In 2014, 68,551 unaccompanied children and 68,445 families crossed 
the southern border of the United States, most from El Salvador, Hon-
duras and Guatemala. They are fleeing drug trafficking, gang violence, 
sex trafficking, poverty and exploitation. Reverend Raquel Rodriguez, 
a member here at Grace and Director for Latin America and the Carib-
bean in the ELCA’s Global Mission office, was part of a delegation to 
learn about the needs of these displaced people and to determine 
how the ELCA can respond to those needs. 

In upcoming weeks, we hope to personally introduce you to some 
of the people who are involved in the inspiring work of these three 
groups, so that you can ask questions, learn more about their purpos-
es, and find out how we as individuals, families, small groups and as a 
congregation can help them advance their work beyond our financial 
contributions.

So, how do we intend to provide the financial means to meet these 
benevolences? Here’s our first benchmark: the Courageous Giving 
team is challenging the Grace congregation to raise $12,025.15 by 
December 25, 2015! Throughout autumn, we will provide encourage-
ment and offer opportunities to help us meet our goal. And to keep 
us accountable to the Grace congregation, the Courageous Giving 
Team will be giving regular reports of receipts and expenditures, and 
stories from our recipients, in Grace publications and in announce-
ments during community time in worship.

We welcome any questions, and we especially invite new CG team 
members. We look forward to a fun and inspiring year of crazy hope!

Rina Campbell, Bob Carroll, Bob Lamont, Anne Laurence, Mark Mathyer,  

Bob Shoaf

COURAGEOUS GIVING:  GRACE’S BENEVOLENCE FOCUS FOR 2015-2016
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Hospitality Center 
Hospitality Center Breakfast Needs: 

Juice - 5 half gallons

Hot Chocolate mix  - 2 cans  (not the kind that needs 
milk added)

Coffee –1 large container

Peanut butter -  1 large creamy,  1 large crunchy

Jam/Jelly - 2 large jars

Instant Oatmeal - 5 boxes of individual packages

Syrup - 6 bottles

Sugar - 1 Five-pound bag

Creamer  - 1 large container

Fruit

CROP Hunger Walk – October 18, 2015
Mark your calendars!! This year’s CROP Hunger Walk will be held on 
October 18th, once again hosted at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Jarrod 
Gaither is co-chair of this year’s walk, so the reminders and calls for 
support will be frequent and unrelenting this fall! 

The beneficiaries for the walk include the St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen, In-
terfaith Action of Evanston, Second Baptist Soup Kitchen, Soup at Six 
and Curt’s Café.  Twenty-five percent of all funds raised will be divided 
equally among these five groups. 

Last year, each organization received almost $2500… this year we 
hope to be able to give them even more! If you’re interested in vol-
unteering on the day of the walk, we’ll need crossing guards, registra-
tion assistants, and donation counters. 

Let Jarrod (jarrod.gaither@gmail.com) know if you’re interested in 
walking or volunteering. Keep October 18th open and plan on join-
ing the fight against hunger in our community! 

Thoughts From The Pew
In response to Pastor’s words on racial intolerance and injustice two 
authors came to mind. 

• They are Ta-Nehisi Coates published in the June 2014 magazine, 
The Atlantic on “The Case for Reparations”. Look for HR40 spon-
sored by Rep. John Conyers.

8 Secondly, Bryan Stevenson and The Equal Justice Initiative. You 
tube him on TED Talks. Among his interests is the historical narra-
tive different segments of our country are taught. 

Let me know what you think. 

Peace and joy, Bob Lamont 

Congratulations, Nate Brown
At the Warren Cherry Award evening on April 26, Nate Brown re-
ceived one of the Cherry Scholarships toward his college educa-
tion. The mission of the Warren W. “Billy” Cherry Scholarship Fund, 
named in memory of a much loved and respected Evanston educator,  
provides financial assistance for graduates of Evanston Township 
High School who wish to pursue degrees in education or youth work. 
Warren was a charismatic educator and community leader dedicated 
to enriching the children and institutions of Evanston. His impact was 
extraordinary.

The scholarship was established soon after Warren Cherry’s untimely 
death in 1990. Qualifications for the scholarship include being a grad-
uate of ETHS, being active in community involvement and demon-
strating an interest in children.  Nate plans to major in criminal justice 
and after graduation help youth to stay on the right path in life.  He 
also plans to help juvenile delinquents become better citizens, The 
award this year was very special since Nate’s father, Danny Brown, was 
the first Cherry scholar in 1993.

Photos of some of the Cheese 

Grater heads from the 9/13 Sunday 

service - hoping the Bears might 

defeat the Green Bay Packers .Un-

fortunately Da Bears lost, which no 

doubt made PD very happy!!
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Hello Grace congregation,
Last June, we started to explore opening our space to “The Alterna-
tives to Violence Program”. Through due diligence to share informa-
tion though discussions with our fellow organizations who use our 
building and with Grace members, we are very pleased to announce 
that we’ve finalized the agreement. We anticipate ATV will begin host-
ing meetings later this month.

I’m also including excerpts from Joe Flint’s initial communication 
from last June. I want to thank him for bring-
ing this need to our attention. 

“At the fall 2014 2iGNITE retreat, the 2iGNITE team was charged 
with identifying and bringing to the congregation opportunities 
for us to more fully utilize our building and land to provide/allow 
others to provide community service. In so doing, we can more ful-
ly live our core values of being a caring, courageous, and affirming 
congregation.  In addition, our congregation’s participation with 
the Community Renewal Society has taught us about the gift of 
redemption regardless of our transgressions and the need to look 
for new ways to help people heal other than incarceration.

Grace Lutheran Church was contacted by a community group serv-
ing men who are striving to break a cycle of violence by addressing 
their issues that have led them to abuse their loved ones. Grace 
is being asked to provide meeting space for the Alternatives to 
Violence Program at no charge once a week on Thursday evenings, 
and once a month on a Saturday morning.  The group would not 
meet at Grace on the weeks when Family Promise is using our avail-
able meeting space.

Domestic violence crosses all socio-economic lines. The Alterna-
tives to Violence Program provides a safe, confidential place for of-
fenders to receive support, discuss relationship dynamics and learn 
how to break the cycle of violence.  The program is 26 weeks long 
and led by experienced counselors.  Men come to the group pro-
gram through court referrals and on their own.  They pay fees on 
a sliding scale that is no higher than $25 per session and in some 
cases no fees are charged based on participants’ ability to pay.

The curriculum addresses issues of accountability, relationship 
dynamics, the cycle of abuse, power and control, responding to 
conflict, and living in a culture of violence.  Program counselors be-
lieve people who engage in abusive behaviors can, and do, change 
given their strong commitment to change and their willingness to 
devote significant time and energy to the change process.

Program Consultant Tom Golebiewski has taken the lead in forming 
a partnership with the YWCA of Evanston.  The YWCA will carry this 
program under its umbrella for liability insurance, naming Grace 
Lutheran as a covered entity under its policy when the group is in 
our space.  A space agreement would be signed by leaders of both 
Grace and Alternatives to Violence, and a six month probation peri-
od would be agreed to in which either party could chose to end the 
agreement.  Under the agreement, the Alternatives to Violence Pro-
gram would adhere to all space usage terms as defined by Grace.”

I believe his words emphasize the spirit of the 2iGNITE Service. The 
establishment of this partnership clearly demonstrates how our core 
values are being put into action.   

Martha Fry, Grace Council Chair

Big Changes in the Grace Education Program!
The switch to offering two Sunday services is a great opportunity for 
our youth education programs. We now have a full hour between ser-
vices- 9:45-10:45- to work with Grace’s young members and provide 
them with a wider range of programming. Each Sunday, the students 
in Generations & First Followers (Pre-K through 5th Grade) will gather 
around 9:45 in the Sanctuary, where they will participate in a music 
lesson, led by Mark. They’ll play for devotional purposes, rehearse for 
performances intended for worship, and maybe even get a jumpstart 
on this year’s pageant. 

After music classes, students will divide into their respective classes 
where our teachers will begin the lesson. Generations class will also 
meet during this time, in Fellowship Hall, much like last year. 

We’re blessed to have a large group of students in our First Follow-
ers and Generations programs, and it’s exciting to watch as they 
form bonds and build their faith. In order to ensure that we’re able to 
continue to provide quality programming and opportunities for ser-
vice and experiential learning, we’re asking that parents contribute 
around $25 per student, as they are able. The funds will be used for 
art supplies, curriculum materials, the cost of background checks for 
volunteers and a down payment for a week at LOMC for Generations 
students. (Of course, any Grace member who feels moved to do so is 
welcome to contribute! Just make sure that your donation is clearly 
designated for “GRACE EDUCATION”) 

Additionally, we’ll be asking parents to assist in quarterly community-
building fundraisers (spaghetti dinners, craft fairs, Super Bowl Party, 
etc.) to boost the education programs. If all goes well, we hope to 
bring on a part-time staff person early in 2016 to help with organiza-
tion and curriculum supervision. 

Having such a robust group of young members is an incredible bless-
ing and an undeniable opportunity for our community to work to-
gether toward a common goal. If you feel called to help, please talk 
to Jarrod Gaither, Kaari Reierson, Jeanine Brownell or Kevin Dostal 
Dauer. 

Oakton Community College 
Presents The Last Days of 
Judas Iscariot
See one of the most infamous Bibli-
cal characters in a whole new light. 
Set in purgatory, expert testimony 
is heard both for and against the 
world’s ultimate betrayer. Mother Te-
resa, Sigmund Freud, Mary Magda-
lene and Satan recount their versions 
of Judas’ final days, and weave an 
intricate tale of the beauty, turmoil 
and fear of being human. Written 
by Pulitzer Prize winning playwright 
Stephen Adly Guir.
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September 15, 2015    
This week at The Lutheran:
Sarah Carson is marketing and communication manager at 
Lakeview Pantry in Chicago. She is a member of Grace Lu-
theran Church in Evanston, Ill. This week she asks, “Why do 
church anyway?”
Nearly two years ago the congregation to which I belong—
Grace Lutheran in Evanston, Ill.— began talking about start-
ing an affiliated mission community, which is an ELCA min-
istry designed to find new ways to connect people with their 
faith and (maybe) the church.
As a student in the diakonia program of the Metropolitan Chi-
cago Synod, I’ve spent the last year thinking about how I can 
use my passions to connect the church and the world. It’s 
exciting to think about how we might begin to “do church” 
with people who would never set foot inside a sanctuary. But 
the process has also brought up a lot of questions, perhaps 
the biggest being: “Why do church anyway?”
Don’t get me wrong—I love my church. But I’ve started won-
dering lately how this thing we do on Sunday mornings turned 
into being the thing we have to do every Sunday.
When one of my favorite pastors-turned-authors was in 
town, I forked over $100 to attend his preshow meet-and-
greet. I knew I’d get to ask him one question. When my time 
came and he turned to me, I asked: “What do you think about 
church?”
Right away he seemed to know he was being baited, but he 
played along. “What do you mean by church?” he asked.
“You know, singing songs on Sunday morning, going to 
council meetings, planning the youth lock-in,” I said.
He replied: “First, I think we have to be careful about throwing 
around the word ‘church’ generically. Second, I think there 
a lot of things about church that aren’t working for a lot of 
people right now, but people will never stop wanting to get 
together to talk about the important things happening in their 
lives.”
His answer has been following me around since he said it.
People getting together to talk about the important things 
happening in their lives. 

Suddenly “church” meant a lot more to me than that thing I 
was tired of doing on Sunday mornings.
Going to dinner with friends? People getting together to talk 
about the important things happening in their lives.
Monday morning staff meeting? People getting together to 
talk about the important things happening in their lives.
This is church, I started telling myself. This is all church.
One afternoon I went with a colleague from the food pantry 
to attend a free weekly meal for about 135 people in need 
in Chicago’s Loop. We had just sat down when a young 
man with a buzz cut and tattoos covering his arms and neck 
plopped down in a chair across from us.
“I got out of the Marines a month ago,” he said. “While I was 
gone my parents both passed away. Now I’m here, living on 
the streets, and I have no idea what I’m doing. Can you help 
me?”
My colleague whipped out his smartphone and looked up 
the nearest Veteran Affairs hospital. He started jotting down 
notes about busses to take, who to ask for, etc.
I thought about getting up to get the social worker who was 
on duty to help people in these situations, but I paused. The 
social worker would be there all afternoon. I could grab her 
later. First I had a question: “What does the tattoo on your 
hand say?” I asked him.
“It’s my daughter’s name,” he said. “I’ve just got to get myself 
together for her, you know?”
“How old is she?” I asked.
He answered. Then he started to talk about her. After a while 
he even started to smile.
People getting together to talk about the important things 
happening in their lives, I thought.
This is church. This is all church.
Sarah Carson 

This is All Church

DON’T GO TO CHURCH...
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Rise Up! Detroit 
– the 2015 ELCA National  

Youth Gathering
This year, I tagged along with the youth from Trinity as they journeyed 
to Detroit for the National Youth Gathering. Held July 14th-19th, the 
Gathering held many opportunities for fellowship, worship, service 
and community building for our youth from around the United 
States. 30,000 youth and chaperones, in fact, flooded the streets of 
Detroit for the five-day conference, which was a memorable and in-
spiring event for many. 

On Wednesday evening there was an opening ceremony held in Ford 
Field, where we continued to gather for the next three evenings to 
hear speakers and watch music and dance performances. During 
the daytime hours, there was a three-day rotation of activities that 
congregational groups worked their way through. These were called 
Proclaim Story Day, in which the Metro Chicago Synod gathered as a 
large group, Proclaim Community Day, a day of interactive learning 
in the Convention Center, and Proclaim Justice Day, wherein groups 
ventured into communities throughout the city, completing a wide 
array of service projects. 

Our group was paired up with a congregation from South Carolina 
for Proclaim Justice Day (my favorite day), as we were assigned to a 
group of three houses that were in disrepair and scheduled for demo-
lition. We cleaned garbage out of the yard, hauled yard waste (mak-
ing a pile that was over half as tall as the coach bus we rode to the 
site!), trimmed weeds and made the area safe and accessible for these 
work crews. Our group of workers were especially pleased that two 
young men who lived in the neighborhood asked if they could lend a 
hand, and they wasted no time setting to work alongside our youth. 
The amount of work completed in that short period of time was as-
tonishing, and didn’t go unnoticed by other residents of the block. Ev-
ery few minutes, a car would drive by, the passengers honking, wav-
ing and shouting their thanks from the window. One neighbor even 
asked to address the entire group once we were loaded on the bus, 
thanking everyone for their service and telling us that our presence 
in Detroit – both our small group and the Gathering as a whole – was 
a source and sign of hope in the city. 

That kind of appreciative, welcoming reception was shown to our 
group throughout our 5 days in Detroit. At first, I was worried that 
the residents of the city would be annoyed with the 30,000 overly-
enthusiastic and energetic youth clogging their streets, restaurants 
and businesses, but as the week went on, the residents seemed to 
open themselves up to the energy, joining in with the high-fiving and 
cheering that groups greeted each other with as they passed on the 
street. Every coffee line, every restaurant, every corner stoplight, in-
troduced us to another Detroit native who thanked us for choosing 
to visit Detroit. 

The positive energy carried over into our evening programming, as 
all 30,000 of us enjoyed visiting, dancing and meeting people from 
all over the U.S. There were some incredible, inspirational speakers 
again this year, including the Rev. Dr. Luke A. Powery, dean of Duke 
University Chapel and Associate Professor of the Practice of Homilet-
ics at Duke Divinity School, who talked to us about finding our own 
mission in life. The Rev. Alexia Salvatierra spoke on the second night, 
telling us about her experiences working in the areas of poverty and 
immigration, and encouraging us to all follow the example of Jesus in 
making sure that all are welcomed in our communities. Pastor Steve 
Jerbi gave a moving speech on the third night, as he talked about per-
sonal loss in his congregation due to gun violence, and on the final 
night, Marian Wright Edelman, civil rights leader and President of the 
Children’s Defense Fund, among many accomplishments, motivated 
the youth to be active, responsible members of their community. 

All the speakers were inspirational and engaging, and were perfectly 
complemented with musical, dance and poetry performances. My 
personal favorites were Natasha T. Miller, a spoken word poet from 
Detroit, who performed at both the open and closing services, and a 
concert given by a group of Motown legends (two Temptations, one 
Miracle and a Capital) that had every person in the fieldhouse on their 
feet. I encourage everyone to watch some of the highlighted speakers 
and performances on the ELCA Gathering YouTube page! 

The Gathering wound down with a worship service on Sunday morn-
ing, led by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. After worship, which concluded 
with the announcement of Houston as 2018’s host city, we headed 
across the street to watch the Tigers game. 

The week couldn’t have gone more perfectly, and I’m already count-
ing the days until Grace youth can join me for the 2018 Gathering. 

Jarrod Gaither

Bridges to Home launched
In January of 2014, Grace Lutheran Church joined with the four other 
ELCA churches in Evanston to identify and address in a realistic and 
sustainable way an unmet social need in Evanston.  The process was 
one prescribed by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, named Setting 
the Table.  A consultant led congregational pastors and lay leaders 
through months of work to identify affordable housing for 18-25 year 
olds as an unmet need all could support.

Early in 2015, community organizations working with the target pop-
ulation were invited to join the process, which has now been named 
Bridges to Home.  A description of the project as it exists today is on 
the facing page.  The community organizations working with the 
ELCA congregations are Connections for the Homeless (including 
its new Our House program), Curt’s Cafe, Family Promise, Interfaith 
Action of Evanston, James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy, The 
Night Ministry, and Open Communities.

If you have questions about this Grace-supported initiative, please 
contact Ginny Ayers, Kim Brown, Joe Flint, Dorothy Nagelbach, or 
Pastor Daniel.

Joe Flint, LCPC

(773) 919-0317
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Proclaim is the professional 

community for publicly identi-

fied LGBTQ Lutheran rostered 

leaders and those preparing for 

rostered leadership.

By Rev. Jen Rude, ELM program director

Facebook went a little “Proclaim” wild for many 
of us last week! We were celebrating our 200th 
member. That’s more than FOUR TIMES the size 
our community was just six years ago. And just 
a week after welcoming our 200th member, 
we said hello to our 210th! The energy is con-
tagious.

Proclaim is a group committed to a public witness that LGBTQ people 
have extraordinary gifts for ministry, that our church is blessed by di-
versity, that God’s beloved community is expanding, and that God’s 
grace is abounding.

The week was dubbed “#Proclaim200” and each day members of Pro-
claim posted a thought or question to generate conversation.  These 
topics included sharing about extraordinary gifts of LGBTQ leaders, 
honoring the cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, prayers 
for a messy and beautiful community of God, barriers faced by LGBTQ 
people in the church and ways people are overcoming them, and an 
invitation to tell others about ELM and Proclaim.

Thousands of people who have likely never heard about Extraordi-
nary Lutheran Ministries or our Proclaim program saw a Facebook 
post from their colleague, friend, acquaintance, family member, 
classmate or pastor about the public witness of LGBTQ leaders in our 
church. Here are some of the comments people made:

How do I become a member of Proclaim?

I think LGBTQ leaders bring an understanding of what it means to 
have to claim your sacredness against all odds, and therefore, can 
reach out to others who are struggling to claim their sacred core with 
deeper passion and compassion.

A profound understanding of what it means to lead from the margins, 
and to cling to grace even in the face of hardship and evil. I’m grateful 
for the lessons they teach me every day.

Thank you for inspiring me - for reminding me of the Gospel Promise!!

My Facebook feed is starting to fill up with all these #Proclaim200 
Clergy.  It makes me hopeful and grateful.

We are so grateful to you, our ELM supporters, for all the ways you 
proclaim the love of God, celebrate the diversity in our church, and 
faithfully and fabulously live the Good News.

Jen Rude.  

Jen posted more to Facebook dur-
ing #Proclaim200 than she usually 
does in a month.  And she gives 
thanks for the the people of the 
Extraordinary Candidacy Project 
(a predecessor to ELM) who first 
taught and showed her the value 
of public witness as an LGBTQ 
person in the church. 
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The Art of Belief
First Meeting - Sunday, October 4 at 6 p.m

Last year in Generations – Grace’s confirmation-style class for 5-8th 
graders and their parents – we spent 6 weeks discussing what Pastor 
Daniel termed “ the poetry of faith” – the creeds, confessions and litur-
gies Lutherans use to articulate our  beliefs.

We discussed how this “poetry” has been used for generations to ex-
press something inexpressible, and how by reciting these creeds as 
a church we are able to put into words a common understanding we 
have as Christians about the world and the divine.

It got me thinking about all of the other areas in my life where I’ve 
also felt this kind of expression of the inexpressible. Whether it’s sing-
ing along to a favorite song with friends, getting excited after watch-
ing a new movie or wanting to share a book I just read with someone 
I love, there have been so many times in my life that a piece of art has 
expressed something that felt true and universal and needed to be 
shared.

So this fall Jarrod Gaither and I are launching a year-long project to 
learn more about how art of all kinds can connect us with something 
larger than us and express ideas that are often difficult to put into 
words.

Much like the Animate study groups held last year, we plan to meet 
monthly and explore a new medium each session. We hope this will 
be an opportunity to share experiences, learn more about what 
moves us, perhaps invite some painters/musicians/writers/dancers to 
share their work and to even create some artwork of our own.

Our first meeting will take place at Jarrod’s on Sunday, October 4 at 6 
p.m. where we’ll talk more about the plan for the year. We hope you’ll 
join us for the adventure! 

Sarah Carson

Interfaith Hospitality Center Math Lesson
Remember, “story problems”? We all hated them and yet learned how 
to do some basic math for the real world. Since school has recently 
started, it is time to do a few “story problems” to see how your con-
tributions help the Interfaith Hospitality Center’s breakfast program.  

Here is Problem #1:  It costs about $ 150.00 
in groceries for the week that Grace brings 
them to the Center.  How much is that in a 
year? (Answer at end of the article)

Problem #2: Generally, members at Grace con-
tribute groceries and cash at about $85.00 
for the week of our collection. How much of the needed money or 
cash is the collection missing? (Answer at end of the article)

Problem#3:  Where does the extra money to cover the 
expenses come from?  (Answer at end of the article)

Problem #4:  How can the total amount needed be 
financed? 

Answers:  $1800; $65.00; from the congregational budget; If Grace 
members would contribute a few more groceries or a bit more cash 
we could cover the total amount.

Bottom line to the math questions:  Grace has committed to help-
ing the Hospitality Center feed 35-50 adults every morning during the 
week. To best support this ministry and take less out of the already 
stressed budget, we need to make a bigger effort.  Collections take 
place on the third Sunday of every month.  Please check the donation 
list in the Courage section of the web site under Interfaith Hospitality 
to see what groceries you can bring or donate cash to cover the costs.

Connie Wood

+ - + - + - + - + = ? ?

Scenes from the lake side service and baptism
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Lake front Service and Baptism 
9/27/15

Carl Brownell Statement of Faith for Baptism on 
9/27/2015

“I am baptized.”  Martin Luther preferred to state his baptism in the 
present tense rather than the past tense to emphasize its ongoing 
meaning for his life.  In his Smaller Catechism on holy baptism he said 
that it “works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, 
and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this…”  But perhaps 
most importantly, he said, “let everybody regard his Baptism as the 
daily garment which he is to wear all the time.”

I am ready for such a daily strengthening of my soul and spirit.  I want 
to live with a greater spiritual strength and peace.  I want to experi-
ence the fortitude of submission to God’s plans.  I want the symbolic 
act of creating a new sense of myself within this spiritual home of 
Grace Lutheran Church.

It is not easy for me to take this step.  I have always been a person who 
has been wary of joining larger groups.  Though I grew up in a large 
family, I never looked to join fraternities, churches, even recreational 
sports leagues.  I shied away from the labels that would be attached 
to me due to my membership in these organizations.  I even was fear-
ful of the groupthink and “us versus them” judgments that sometimes 
develop out of such larger groups of people.  Not until my family be-
gan to attend Grace church services a couple of years ago did I feel an 
affinity to a large community and not have my wariness of negative 
characteristics also being attached to it.  The Grace spiritual family 
has provided one of the few places I have ever experienced where 
the larger group is a more positive force for good than any one of us 
could be.  Through its courage, caring and affirmation of all, Grace is 
truly a group that is worth joining.  And I feel that this community can 
prompt me to become a better version of myself in my family and 
world.=

So here I stand.  Ready to commit to the teachings of Jesus and the 
forgiveness of God. I will  fall into the water and rise back up as a dif-
ferent person, one who accepts the grace and love of God.  Every day 
I will then think:  “I am baptized.”


